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EXTRACT. 


From Mr JUSTICE ASHURST's CHARGE, 
Nou. 19th, 1792. 


HERE is no Nation in the world that can 
boaſt of a more perfect Syſtem of Govern- 


1 ment than that under which we have the 
1 happineſs to live; where no man is ſo high as to 
be above the reach of the Law, and no man ſo 
7 low as not to be within its protection; where the 

power of the crown on the one hand, and the 
liberty of the ſubject on the ee are both 

effectually ſecured, and at the ſame time kept 
1 within their Proper n. 


* * 


„ The Law of this 3 only lays ſuch 


'Y reſtraints on the actions of individuals, as are 
neceſſary for the ſafety and good order of the 
Community at large; and ſuch. reſtraints are ſo 
E. [far from being infringements on Civil Liberty, that 


7 
1 


5 1 even in the beſt forme: 
always be found men of ſelfiſh and corrupt Prin- 


„ 

vil Liberty 88 not ſubſiſt without them: for if 
every man us left to the free and uncontrouled 

exerciſe of his own will, as in a ſtate of Nature, no 
man could be ſecure in his perſon or property, and 
che weak would be a prey to the ſtronger hand; 

but in aſtate of Civil Government, each individual 


| grows Arong i in the ſtrength of the Community. 


« « Happily for us RE Are not bound by any Laws 
but ſuch as are ordained by the virtual conſent 
of the whole Kingdom. If men judged rightly, 
they would be perſuaded that their happineſs, as 
| wellas their ſecurity, depends on a due obſervance 

and ſupport of the Laws. Tbere will, however, 
Syſtems of Government 


"Eples, who forſake the paths of honeſt Induſtry, 
and prefer the fhorter road of ſupplying their 


Wants and extravagances by Rapine and Spoil. 


When that is the caſe, it becomes neceſſary for 
the coercive power of the ſtate to lend its-reftrain- 
ing hand, and to puniſh the offender ; and if the 
offence is of fo flagrant a nature, that there is no 
hope of the reformation of the offender, there it 


3 neceſſary that the corrupted member, ſhould | 


de cut off, to prevent others from being contami- 
nnted by his example. But 


1 
P 


116; But, thongh crimes: muſt not go wnpuniiſhes, 


SS ä 


we may venture to boaſt, that in the adminiſtra- 
tion of the Criminal Law, no Nation has ever 
been ſo careful of the lives and the liberty of che 

Subject, or has made ſuch humane proviſion 
eniure the moſt careful inveſtigation of the im- 
puted orime, as that in which we live. The 

ordaining a preliminary «inqueſt of inquiry, by 
means. of a Grand Jury, compoſed of men - 


the firft rank and figure in the County, is 


guard and caution unknown to any oth 
Country ; and when they have ſo far given their 


fan@ion to the proceeding, as to pronounce it a 


matter fit for further i inquiry, the privilege which 


the party accuſed enjoys, of having the matter 


tried before a Jury of his equals, with liberty to 2 


| except. co any of them that he may think likely 


to be prejudiced againft him, is the moſt valua- 
able Birth-right of an En Sliſhoian. The law is 
no leſs careful in protecting men's Civil Rights 
and Properties; and I hope I may add, that there 


is no Nation where the Law is more uprightly 
and io partially adminiſtered 1 in ours. ö 


„For theſe bleffings, we are indebted” to the = 


wit — 0 ber * ow 'our r Conlon” "ant 


1 Fo 
' that ſecurity- which, naturally reſults from well- 
regulated laws, has been a ſpur to Induſtry, and 
has, occaſioned-. our commerce to be extended 

beyond the example of former ages: and who- 
ever will take the trouble of making the inquiry, 

will find, that in every Manufacturing County 
in the kingdom, the demand for their Manufac- 
ture is * than they are able to ſupply. 


14.8 Such is the flouriſhing * of the e 
| and ſuch the happy fruits of er and Peace. 


4 One mould | Fappalſs there was not a man in 

1 the Kingdom who did not feel this, and who 
did not feel it with a grateful heart; and 
yet there are men with dark and gloomy 
| kearts—men who have themſelves. neither for- 
tune nor character to loſe— ho would wiſh 
to overturn the venerable fabric of our Conſtitu · 
tion, which has been the work and pride of ages; 
which has been revered at home, and been the 
envy of ſurronnding Nations —and to give us, in 

| return, a flate of univerſal anarchy and confuſion. 
| 5 There have been Publications in which the 
Author diſelaims all Ideas of Subordination, as 

| contrary to the natural rights and equality of 
| mankind, and recommends the exawple of A 


/ 


8 


3 3 
Lee. Nation, as a model for our imita- 
Alas! Humanity is called upon to pity the 
deplorable ſituation of that couptry ; but iffis a 
very l-choſen example to hold foch to a Nation, 
in the moſt flouriſhing ſtate of happineſs; aud it 
is a pretty extraordinary requeſt, that we would, 
with qur eyes open, plunge ourſelves into the 
SO of Wy” N n A 


> 


. On . / bn pes that 
doctrines ſo; monſtrous and nonſenſical would: 
have bee treated with the contempt they 
deſerve, and would have ſank. into» oblivion. 
But when one finds: tliat tenets ſo wild and 
extravagant are taken up- by formed. ſocieties of 
men, Who meet for the. expreſs purpoſe of 
diſſeminating fuch doctrines; that they hold 
regular eorreſpondence with other ſimilar ſocieties 
at home, as well as in- a Neighbouring Nation, 
it is time for every ſober· minded man, and every 
well-wiſher to the fafety: and. proſperity: of the 
Country, as much 28:42; him lies, to endeavoun 
to ruin eb r e and nden 
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| « THE wiſeſt advice that can be given is, never 
do allow our attention to dwell upon compariſons 
between our dn condition and that of others, 
but to keep it fixed upon the duties and concerns 

of the condition itſelf. But ſince every man 
has not this power; ſince the minds of ſome 
men will be buſy in contemplating the advan- 
| {ages which they ſee others poſſeſs, and ſince 
pPeꝛrſons in laborioùs ſtations of life are wont to 
maents which not only tend to make themſelves 
nunhappy, but which are very different from the 

| truth, it may be an uſeful office to point out 


to them ſome of theſe conſiderations, which, if 
they vil turn their thoughts to the ſubject, 
they ſhould endeavour to take fairly into the 


] y - 2 v — 3 6” 


And 


_ 5 
And firſt we are moſt of us apt to murmur, 
? | when we ſee exorbitant fortunes placed in the 
hands of ſingle perſons; larger, we are ſure, 
than they-can want, or, as we think, than. they 
| can uſe. This is ſo common a reffection that 
will not ſay it is not natural. But whenever the 
eomplaint comes into our minds, we ought te 
recollect, that the thing happens in confſequence — 4 
of thoſe very rules and laws which fecure to 
ourſel ves our property, be it ever ſo ſmall. The 
laws which accidently caſt enormous eſtates into 
one great man's paſſeſſion, are, after all, the 
ſelf ſame laws which protect and guard the poor ; 
man. _ Fixed rules of property are -eftabliſhed = - 
for one as well as another, without knowing, 


* 


before hand, hom they may affect. Itis not there- 
fore for the poor man to repine at the effects ot 

nass and rules by which he himſelf is benefitted 
every hour of hisexiſtence; which ſecure tohim his: 
> IF carnings, his habitation, his bread, his life; -with- 
out which he, no more than the rich man, could 
f 
5 
1 


either eat his meal in quietneſs, or go to bed in 
| ſafety. Of the two; it is rather more the con- 


dern of the poor to ftand up for the laws than 
of the rich; for it is the law which defends the 
| wedk gad the ſtrong, the humble againſt the 
1 LE 21 8 power 
Fa | 


— 


© uo — 


-_ another man's direct 
that this is che beſt way of conducting buſineſs, 


(* 


powerful; the little againſt the great; and weak | 


and ſtrong, humble and powerful, little and great 
there would be, even were there no laws what- 
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155 . The dae of the world id on = 


gervice, that is, by one man working under 
on. I take it for granted, 


becauſe all nations and ages have adopted it. 
Confequently - fervice is the relation which, of 
all: others, affects the greateſt: number of indi- 
viduals,, and in the moſt ſenſible manner. In 


= whatever-country therefore this rekition is. well 


a d equitably regulated, in that country the 
Poor will be happy. Service in England is, as it 
ought to be, voluntary and by contract; a fair 


nA pn n mn his 4s 


9 7 12 1 


40 20 A aha more ſerious ddd, e 


in inferior ſtations poſſets; is the caſe wih which 
they 2 for their children. All the proviſion 
Which a poor man's child requires is contained in 


two ada ' indufiry and innotences* With 


4 - 7 
{ heſe 
5-8 
* 
Ps Gs 8 
2 * 
© F 
- 2 
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exchange of work hey wage ; an equal bargain, | 
in which each party has his rights and his _ 


| 
| 
| 


CY FY 7 


— — 


1 * fo | 
theſe qualities; though without a ſhilling to fet him 


© forwards, he goes into the world, prepared to 
become an uſeful, virtnous, and happy man. 


Nor will he fail to meet with a maintenance ade- 


quate to the habits with which he has been brought 
up, and to the expectations which he has formed; 
a degree of fucceſs ſufficient. for a perſon of any 
condition whatever. Theſe qualities of induſtry 
and innocence, Which, J repeat again, arg all that 
are abfolutely neceſſary, every parent can give 


10 his children without expence, becauſe he can 


give them by his own authority and example; 


and they are to be communicated, I believe, and 


preſerved in no other way. Icall this a ſerious 
advantage of humble ſtations, © becauſe, in 


what we reckon ſuperior ranłs of life, there is a 

real difficulty ia placing children in fituatiens, 
which ray in any degree ſupport ben in be 
claſs and in the habits in which they have been 


brought up with their parents: from which 


great, and oftentimes diſtreſſing perplexity, the 


poor are frre. With health of body, i innoeency 
of mind, and habits ef induſtry; à poor man's 
child has nothing to be affraid of; nor his father 


or mother any thing to be afraid of for him. 


o 
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2 | To learn the art of contentment, ne? 
ling what happineſs actually conſiſts im. Sen- 
ſual pleaſures add little to its ſubſtance. Eaſe, 
if by that be meant exemption aur labour, 
contributes nothing. e 


ring of ſatiofaftion, and almoſt. infallible ſap 


port of chearfulneſs and ſpirits, is the Exerciſe 


of domeſtic affections; the preſence of objeds 
of tenderneſs and endearment in our families. 


aur kindred, our friends. Now have the poor 


— 


eee eee eee, 


envy any one, leaſt of all the rich and great; 


3 


any thing to c 2 of here? Are they not 


furrounded by. their een as generally as 


others. The poor man has his wife and children 
about him; and what has the rich man more? 
He has the ſame enjoyment of cheir ſociety, the 
lame ſolicitude for their welfar 2's 


improvement aud 
ſuoceſs: their connection With him is as ſtri 

and intimate, their attachment as ſtrong. their 
gratitude as warm. I have no propenſity to 


but if I were diſpoſed to this weekneſs, the 

ſubject of my envy would be, à healthy young 
man, in full poſſeſſion of his ſtrength and facul - 
ties, Sins * an * en for his 


. wife, 


\ i of 


4 
5 
7 


— 


8 <1 #85 1 I; 
2 and children, or bringing chem | homes * 


* n mn n len 


2 But was As of. rank or 3 Sf 
more importance to perſonal happineſs than it | 
is, it would be ill purchaſed. by any ſudden 


or OT change of condition. An alteration 


of circumſtances, which breaks up à man's 
habits of life, deprives him of his. occupation, 
removes him from his acquaintance, may be 
called an elevation of fort une, but hardly ever 


brings with it an addition of enjoy ment. They 


to whom incidents of this fort have happened, 


never found them to anfwer their expectations. 
After the firſt hurry of the change is over, 


they are ſurpriſed to feel in  themfelyes, liſt- 
leiſaeſs and dejection, a conſcioufneſs of ſolitude, 


vacancy and reſtraint, in the place of chearful- 
neſs, hberty, and and, eaſe. They try to make up 


for. what they have loſt, ſometimes by a beaſtly 
ſottiſhneſs, fometimes by a Fooliſh. diſſipation, 
ſometimes by a ſtupid ſloth; all which effects 


are only ſo many confeſſiona, that ene 
eee eee. 1 
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* « The change, and the only change, to 8 
deſned, is that gradual and progreſſive im- 
provement of our circumſtances, which is the 
natural fruit of ſucceſsful induſtry; when 
each year is ſomething better than the laſt; 
when we are enabled to add to our little vont 
hold one article after another of new comfort 
or conveniency, as our profits increaſe, o our 
durthen becomes lefs; and, what is beſt of all, 
when we can afford, as our ſtrength declines, 
to relax our labours, or divide our cares. This 
may be looked forward to, and is practicable, 
dy great numbers, in a ſtate of public order 
and quiet, it is auc . in an 7 other. 


66 3 in comparing the different edn of 


focial life we bring religion into the account, 
the argument is ſtill eaſier. Religion ſmooths 
all inequalities, becanſe it unfolds a protple | 
| Which makes all earthly diſtinctions nothing. 
And T do allow that there are many caſes 
of ſickneſs, affliftion, and diſtreſs, Which 
Chriſtianity alone can comfort. But in eſti- 
mating the mere diverſities of ſtation and civil 
condition, F have not thought it neceſſary to 


introduce religion into the enquiry at all, be- 
cauſe 


— 


4 


E 
1 
ö 


the truth, and conſider his caſe fairly, that a 


1 
cauſe I contend, that the man who murmurs 
and repines, when he has nothing to murmur - 
and repine ab6ut, but the mere want of in- 
dependent property, is not only irreligious, 
but ill founded and unreaſonable in his com- 


- 
* F 
: — 


plaint; and that he would find, did he know 


life of labour, ſuch T mean as is led by the 
labouring part of mankind in this country 
has advantages | in it, which 3 all its 
inconveniencies. . e 93 ty, BEAT Wes 


4 If to theſe reaſons for contentment the re- 
flecting huſbandman or artificer adds another 
very material one, that changes of condition, 
which are attended with a breaking up and 
facrifice of our ancient courſe and, habit of 


living, never can be productive of happineſs, | 
he will perceive, I truſt, that to cavet the 
ſtations or fortunes of the rich, or fo, however 


to covet them, as to with to feize them by 


force, or through the medium of public uproar 


and confuſi on, is not only wickedneſs, but 

folly ; 5 28 miſtaken 1 in the end, as in the means; f 
that it is not only to wary out to fea in 4 Lern, 
but to venture Ew" nothing.” 


e 


| did, or can <ſtabliſk.——£qual Law muſt protect 


(8) 
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-Reuality of Waun 


every Man, in the enjoyment of the fruit of his 


labour. If one man ſpend his earnings, and 
Mother fave his, that Law which enables the 


former to uſe the fruits of his labour as ke pleaſes, 
muſt enable the latter to do the ſame, otherwiſe 


i is not equal, and Political Equality and Juſtice 


are deſtroyed. The fame reaſons which make 


t neceſſary that equal Law fhould protect the 
fruits of wiequal' exertion, make it neceffary to 


protect the Perſon who poſſeſſes Property, in 
diſpoſing of it by will, * it my to = 


| n or Heirs.” 


Without this Protection of Propetty. no mari 
would Rroggle to obtain any thing, becauſe that 
F would 


& 3p. 9 
would be labouring for the firſt Robber who 
might come and ſeize upon his Wealth; no 


man can poſſeſs any thing longer than a dg no 
man could ever have a houſe, or an acre of 


land, to call his own, . becauſe his Neighhaur, 


who had ſpent his houſe or land to- day, might 
demand half of his to-morrow, in order to reſtore 


tus un. 1 1 


2 5 | 2 0 2 : 7 


*. In one Word, foch an Inſtitution would at 


once anmihilate ail Property, Induſtry, Happt- 
nefs, and introduce the State of Savages. Such 


x Notion can only enter the Head of a Madman, 


and if he attempt to 8 it—his * 
Puniſhment f 1s BepT AM.“ 
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into by the ASSOCIATION, Beld at the 
CROWN and ANchOR TAVERN, as 
appeared in tbe Paper of the STAR, 

| Dec. 7. 1792, 5 | * 


* 


T having appeared, that evil deſigning men, 
have induſtriouſiy and malieiouſly uſed means 
this Country, for ſpreading. pernicious opinions, 
and addrefling themſelves . principally to the ma- 
nufacturing and labouring claſſes of the people, (by 
Pamphlets, Handbills, and various other Devices,) 


perſons againſt the King and Conſtitution 
deluding them With falſe expectations, that 
their conditions will be bettered by the ſabverſion 
of all diſtinctions af rank and property, ana 
the introduction of Equality in their ſtead. 


\ 


«TT is earneſtly recommended to all Maſters of 


Families; all Ma FS Manufacturers; Coal Owners ; 


Fitters ; Merchants, and others, to uſe their 


0 
* 
1 
i 


have endeavoured to prejudice the minds of thaſe 


beſl 


1 


EXTRACT from RESOLUTIONS entered | 


| 


LF. 
beſt endeavours to: undeceive and inform thoſe 
immediately under them; and all perſons whom 
they find miſled and corrupted, by ſuch in- 
flammatory and ſeditious wrifings or language. 
Warning them that if they maintain by word or 
by action, treaſonable and ſeditious principles, 


* will incur the penalties of the law. 


121 121 e infinding BER that nbne- "of 1 
the hopes, ſo falſely and inſidiouſly held out to 


them, can be realized; but that on the contrary 
ſuch wicked attempts, if carried into effect, will 
deſtroy all the proviſion made for the poor, which 
they are entitled to by the Law of this W 
when: unable to maintain er 
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The paving, 8 Kon the. 2 
rENTARTES of che excellent Mr s 7 ICE E 
M * BLACKSTONE, are publiſhed for che 
| Information of the lewohaxr, and as a 
Caution to che UNWARY. +, an 


8 a party — of ny: Treaſon dogs not, 
as + fo as. conveniently, may be, reveal it 10 ſome, 
Judge of Afize, or  Faftice of the Peace, he becomes © 

Nui 


1 Kun. to rim in the . mne Lk @ Traitor. 
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Sn of "Myprifiom of Treaftn ; which ir puniſhed 
by bjs of the profits of Lands during lift; Ver. 
EE 7.5 Ga, ah TT me 1 . a 
we eee e e 
8. Bit if er I ht any probable Arcumfinces ” | 
- r "or" © one goet to a treaſonable meeting, 
knowing before band that a conſpiracy is intended 
againſs the King; or being in ſuch company by 
 attident, and Baving heard "ſuch treaſonable con- 
biracy, meets meets the Jame company again, and hears 
more of it, my conceals * This ts an implied 
Vent in | Lar 3 and makes the concealer hes f | 
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* 11.99 3 oa 1 72 od n " againf the King' p 
Penn and Government, may be by ſpeaking or 
2 yn len. een r wiſhing. 5 
or King any thing that may at 10 Een bon i in 
the eftcem of his S ubjedts. May weaken his Govern- 

nent, r may 15 er ara him and bis | 
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only be fined 


e For theſe 


impriſoned, bit fuffer the Fille, 
or other infamous corporeal n » 
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